
 

 

 
 

 

STANDING ADVISORY 
COUNCIL ON RELIGIOUS 

EDUCATION 
 

AGENDA  
 

6.00pm for 6.30pm 
Thursday 

10 July 2014 
Coopers' Company & 

Coborn School 
 

Members 26: Quorum 8 (a minimum of one representative must attend from each group 
 
Representative Groups (current membership)  
Group A 

Representing Christian denominations 
and other religious denominations (15):  

Mrs Pamela Coles, Methodist 
Dr John Lester (Chairman), Baha'i faith 
Mr Om Dhir, Hindu Community 
Mr Sansar Narwal, Sikh Community 
Mr Mohammad Saleem, Muslim Community 
Mrs Christine Seymour (Vice Chairman), Havering 
and District Humanist Society 
Mr Kamal Siddiqui, Muslim Community 
Reverend Lee Sunderland, Jewish Community 
Mr Kevin Walsh, Roman Catholic 
Mrs Jenny Fox, Salvation Army 
Mrs Dawn Ladbrook, Evangelical Free Church 
Pastor Aloysius Peter, Pentecostal Church 
Saddhabhaya (David Weston), Buddhist 
Mr John Smailes, Evangelical Free Church 
Mr Nasir Mubashar, Muslim Communityity 

Group B 

Representing the  
Church of England (3):  

Mrs Sue Freeman 
Mrs Stephanie Ellner 
Reverend Adrian McConnaughie 

Group C 

Representing teachers (3):  Mr Nick Hills, Teachers (NUT-Secondary) 
Mrs Anne Masters, Teachers (ATL) 
Ms Linda Munday, Teachers (NUT-Primary) 

Group D 

Representing the Local Authority (5):  Councillor Meg Davis 
Councillor Jason Frost 
Councillor Dilip Patel 
Councillor Gillian Ford 
Councillor Alex Donald 

 

For information about the meeting please contact: 
Grant Soderberg (01708 433091 grant.soderberg@onesource.co.uk 

Public Document Pack



Standing Advisory Council on Religious Education, 10 July 2014 
 
 

 

AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Announcement of the arrangements in case of fire or other events which might require the 
evacuation of the meeting-room or building.   

 

Please turn off or mute any mobile phone 
 

1 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE - IF ANY, TO RECEIVE  

 

2 NEW OR SUBSTITUTE MEMBERS  

 
 To note any substitute members present at the meeting and welcome any new members. 

 

3 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING AND MATTERS ARISING (Pages 1 - 6) 

 
 To agree as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 11 March 2014 and to 

authorise the Chairman to sign them and to address any matters arising therefrom. 
 

4 UPDATE ON SCHOOL ACTIVITY (Pages 7 - 8) 

 
 To receive oral and written reports from the Primary and Secondary phase representatives 

and to comment on them or propose action as necessary. 
 

5 UPDATE ON AGREED (JOINT) SYLLABUS CONFERENCE (Pages 9 - 10) 

 
 A report from Fiona Moss and Stephen Pett on developments to date: 

 

6 NATIONAL DEVELOPMENTS IN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION  

 
 To receive oral and written reports and to comment on or propose action as appropriate. 

 

7 UPDATE ON THE MICHAEL EDWARDS AWARD  

 
 To receive an oral report on the present situation 

 

8 ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

 
 Any member may raise issues previously notified to either the Chairman or the Clerk (unless 

the issue relates to a matter arising from the meeting itself or is of an urgent nature, when the 
Chairman will determine whether to allow it or not). 
 

9 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 
 To set a date for the Autumn Term meeting and, if possible, set a date for future meetings. 

 

 
 GRANT SÖDERBERG 

Clerk to SACRE 
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Primary report - July 2014 
 
In the academic year 2013 – 2014, the usual network meetings were replaced with a 
full day conference for both pupils and RE co-ordinators led by RE Today consultants, 
Fiona Moss and Deborah Weston who are also leading on review of the RE syllabus. 
Please see flier below for details of the conference: 
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Report to Redbridge and Havering SACRE on the New Agreed 

Syllabus 

The Agreed Syllabus Conference (ASC) of the two SACREs took the decision to wait 

until the publication of the National Curriculum for Religious Education (NCFRE) by 

the REC in late October 2013 before beginning to fully plan the revising of the 

syllabus. Although this is a non- statutory document both ASCs decided it was 

important to take into account the current thinking on RE. 

In November and Early December Stephen Pett and Fiona Moss analysed the 

current syllabuses and mapped them onto the new framework in order to ensure 

evolution not revolution. The Consultants also took notice of the 2013 OFSTED 

report- RE: Realising the potential and wrote a proposed purpose statement, outline 

for each key stage including revised key questions, religions and worldviews to be 

studied and  proposed planning steps. Two examples of unit plans exemplifying how 

to unpack a sample key question. These unit plans based their assessment on the 

end of key stage outcomes taken from the three aims of the NCFRE and a stepped 

approach to measuring progress.   

In December Fiona Moss met with the first combined teachers working group. The 

ideas above were presented. Much time was spent refining the core purpose of RE 

to one that reflected the local situation. Time was also spent debating religions and 

worldviews to be taught and the questions that had been written. 

In Spring further work was done redrafting in the light of the recommendations of the 

teacher group. This then went to a further teacher meeting in late spring. It became 

clear that there was not going to be clear advice on assessment in any subject and 

the teachers wanted to consider a fresh and innovative approach to assessment. 

Several solutions were considered by the consultants working closely and meeting 

with the SACRE consultants Daniel Hugill and Deborah Weston. After a final face to 

face meeting in May it was decided to attempt an innovative and thoughtful 

approach, embracing the importance of knowledge in each of the religions and 

worldviews to be studied. Stephen and Fiona have written essential knowledge in 

Christianity in KS1 and 2.  

This approach was then put to the teachers working group.  The approach was 

approved by the teacher group and now the rest of the outcomes can be drafted and 

unit plans can be written. We plan to write 3 levels of planning exemplification; some 

full unit plans with detailed lesson ideas exemplifying the planning approach that is 

that at the heart of the syllabus, structured outlines showing how to unpack a key 

question with some indication of activities but allowing space for teachers own 

creativity and planning sheets supporting teachers developing their own units. These 

three different styles will act as a form of professional development supporting 

teachers with planning. 
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